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Religion of the Sect: The religion of 
the Samaritans is original, and Adam grew 
up following this religion, and he was 
ordered that it should be kept with its 
language, and he dictated it to Noah who 
kept it in memory, and he added to it 
biddings and forbiddings which he was 
inspired by the God’s angels, as also God’s 
friend, Abraham peace be upon him, who 
was the first preacher of the oneness of 
God in the whole world, and the first 
person who was ordered to execute the 
operation made to genital organs for hy- 
_ pnrposes (Khitaneh). This religion was 
transmitted from one prophet to another 
until it reached the apostle our lord Musas 
son of Imram, peace be upon him, He kept 
in memory all the religious ceremonies 
conveyed to him from his ancestors, and 
all the religious ceremonies inspired to 
him. He brought forward the Holy Book 
and all its Chapters: namely the Origin of 


Creation, (Genesus ), Exodus, Leviticus, 
Number, Deuteronomy. On these chapters 
the Samaritans depend without any increase 
or decrease from the original copy of the 
Holy Book found in their possession, and 
it is the oldest hand. written pamphlet 
found io the whole world. It is written on 
skin by the great priest Ebisha’ son of 
Pinhas son of Eliazar son of Aaron our 
lord Moses’ brother. This copy is three 
thousand and six hundred years old (3600 
years). Samaritans now carry out all its 
orders and decrees and verses as far as 
possible. The faith of the Samaritans is 
built on five foundations : 


a) Belief in the oneness of God. 


b) Belief in the Message of our lord 
Moses, peace be upon him. 


c) Belief in the Old Testament ( Penta- 
teuch) as a book sent by God and the 
execution of all its decrees. 
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d) Belief in Gerizim mount as being the 
pilgrimage place of God, and the world 
direction to which the people should direct 
their faces, and that it is specialized for 
offering offeriugs and the carrying out of 
all religious ceremonies. 


c) Belief in the day of Resurrection, the 
Day of Judgment, in which every human 
soul is tried according to its deeds of good 
and evil. From these foundations issues 
meanings which cannot be mentioned in 
detail, not with standing that which the 
Bible bids and forbids of purifications, 
foods and marriage. 


The Samaritan Sect stiks to its strong 
religion and the passing of many genera- 
tions did not have any effect on if, under 
all circumstances, inspite of the fact that 
it is now standing without financial re- 
sources, without friends and without. in- 
fluence. 


Its History: The Samaritans keep histo- 
ry of their sect since the Origin of Creation, 
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depending in its composition on statements 
from the Holy Bible until their entrance 
to the Holy Land. Their history since their 
entrance to the Holy Land is made in 
accordance with the appointment of High 
Priests to the position of the Head (Highest 
Priest) of the Sect. This history refers to 
three thousand and six hundred years 
(3600 years) after the death of Aaron. The 
names of these Highest Priests are written 
on parchment, one after the other, together 
with the period during which every one 
of them ruled. 


Its Habits: Women do not mix with 
men, and they respect the veil habit. They 
do not eat of the meats of other religions 
but rather eat their own meats. 


}Its Beliefs: Samaritans do not 
believe in fate. They believe that God 
gave to men a strong will, and distin- 
guished him with mind, intelligence, think- 
ing, talking, and expressing his wishes and 
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desires. That God had bestowed upon man 
the heavely books, and sent him prophets 
and apostles to teach him and warn him 
and to guide him to truth and exemplary 
behavior. The human being is not tried 
before God except for what he makes aid 
acts He is not compelled to do wrong, 
and is not inspired to do good. That he 
has a free and not controlled will influenced 
by outside powers. That God is just and 
straight forward and knows everything. 
That every humanbeing takes what he 
deserves on the day of resurrection of 
good and evil, and that God is compassio- 
nate and pardons our sins, in accordance 
with the verse. 


Its Origin: The origin of the Samaritans 
is shown on some parchment paper. This 
states that they come town from Israeland 
that the family of the priests comes down 
from Pinhas, son of Eliazar, son of Aaron, 
son of Imram, son of Caht, son of Levi, 
son of Jacob, namely Israel, The Samaritans 
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keep their lineage descent by not mixing 
with other peoples from other nations. 
This led almost to their approaching the 
rim of becoming extinct 


Its Number: They were numbering hund- 
reds of thousands, scattered in Nablus, 
Jenin, Tulkarm and their sub-districts, and 
in Jaffa and Gaza. Also some of them were 
in Egypt. Transjordan, Mesopotamia and 
Damascus (Syria) They were exposed to 
many shocks as a result of the Romans, 
and Ayyoubi Moslem conflicts. The greatest 
massacre inflicted on the Samaritans was 
by the King Pypers Az-Zaher, until their 
were rendered to less than ten. Then they 
started to increase in number, but slowly. 
It is mentioned that the High Priest in 
1750 A. D. supplicated God that they reach 
seventy in number, which is the number 
they reached when Jacob went to Egypt 
to visit his son Joseph. Their growth pro- 
gressed until in 1918 A.D. they became 
165 persons In this 39th Jubilee they 
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count 367 persons. There a now among 
the Samaritans thirty youngmen and thirty 
young women who are in marriage age, 
but due to bad economic state among them 
they delay their marriage from time to 
time. 


Its Language: All the Samaritans speak 
the Arabic language, but in their prayers 
and religous ceremonies they use the old 
Hebrew language only, and the Jewish 
people acknowledges that it is the old 
Hebrew writing that the sect uses. Here 
under are tow examples of the old and new 
Hebrew writing: 


Old Hebrew writing: me SAW 


New Hebrew writing: Seer ne 
Its Books: Their books are diversified, 
and some are written in old Hebrew some 
are written in Syriac language but in old 
Hebrew letters and copied by hand, and 
some are written in Arabic language. 





THE PRIESTS AND THE PUBLIC AT THE OFFERIN OF THE SACRIFICE 
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WHO ARE THE SAMARITANS? 


The Samaritans are the remnants of three great 
tribes of Israel, the children of Jacob, peace be 
unto him. At present they number no more than 
299 souls (men, women and children). They are 
divided into two classes: The “Choanim” (priests), 
who are related by direct descent to Levy the 
_ son of Jacob, peace be unto him. They number 
seventy five in all. The eldest is regarded as the 
head of the Cohanim, and is called the Haccohen 
Hagadol (High Priest), and is leader of the 
people of the Samaritan Jay community, who are 
descendants of the tribes of Ephraim and Menasheh. 
They are called Samaritans, or “Shomrim” in 
Hebrew (literally, those who guard) because their 
small number and their poverty notwithstanding, 
they continue to observe their ancient religious 
creed, the religion of Israel. That is the true 
explanation of the name “Shomrim”, and the 
historians err if they give any other explanation. 


THE OFFERING OF THE SACRIFICE 


On the 10th of “the First Month” all Samaritans 
go to the summit of Mount Gerizim, where they 
put up wooden huts and tents to store all their 
provision, for they remain of the moutain for 
over 10 days. After having made these arrange- 
- ments, the preparations for the “offering of the 
sacrifice” commence. A few experienced Sama- 
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ritans are delegated to buy and prepare every- 
thing necessary for the ceremony. They purchase 
seven sheep, one for each clan; for the Samaritan 
community is composed of seven principal families. 
They buy also fuel and wooden poles, which 
are made ready for the ceremony by Samaritan 
carpenters. 


These preparations are started on the tenth of 
the month in compliance with the word of God. 
“In the tenth day of this month they shall take 
to them every man a lamb, according to the 
house of their fathers, a lamp for an house” 
(Exodus, 12, 3). 

The sheep must be healthy, not lean or lank, 
of a year in age and of the best, as God said, 
“Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male 
of the first year: you shall take it out from the 
sheep, or from the goats” (Exodus, 42, 5). 

These animals are given the utmost care. 
They are led daily to a spring where they are 
thoroughly cleansed. 


On the last day prior to the ceremony, the 
14th of Nissan, the Samaritans rise early in 
order to obtain and store enough water for the 
coming sacrifice. Samaritan youths wear special 
attire for this task. heir clothing is entirely 
of white: a white gown, white trousers, and a 
white girdle. They wear sandals tied with string 
to their feet. Thus clad, they proceed to the 
well from which they draw water ard carry il 
to the spot fixed for the offering of the Pascal 
sacifice. There they pour the water into-large 
pots, which are placed upon the altar. 
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The altar is in a long ditch, not too deep, built 
of plain, unmasoned stone. Two hours before the 
sacrifice a tire is kindled beneath the pots. This 
done, the youths go to another ditch near by, 
which is round and of three meters depth, and 
which they call “Tannur” (oven). Within this 
“tannur” they place wood and straw and light it. 
The altar is made long enough to furnish suf- 
ficient space for the slaughtering of the offerings 
and to boil the water. 

The “tannur ”, however, is made deep, as it is 
used for the roasting of the offering. For God 
forbade them to be cooked or eaten raw. “Kat 
not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water bnt 
roast it with fire” (Exodus, 12, 9). 

When the feast happens to fall on Sabbath eve, 
the Samaritans commence these preparations at 
3 o'clock (Arab time), i.e. 10 a.m., so that the 
sacrifice may take plaee exactly at noon, two 
hours later. In all other cases, the preparations 
begin two hours before sunset, ie. 40 o'clock 
(Arab time), or 3 p.m., so that the sacrifice may 
be offered at the setting of the sun. 

Half an hour before the ceremony takes place, 
the whole Samaritan community gathers at the 
designated site, where they stand solemnly in 
two groups: one group consisting of the religious 
heads, the “Cohanim”, elders and notables, clad 
in white headgear, white girdles, and carrying 
sticks. The second group is of those youths 
who, attired in white (as described above), have 
borne the water to the altar. They stand over 
the altar with upturned sleeves, 
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The “Imam” (the priest conducting the prayers) 
opens the ceremony with a religious chant to 
which each of the group in turn reply with a 
special refrain which has been handed down from 
ancient times. The chant completed, the High 
Priest mounts a large stone and recites, in a loud 
voice, the verses of the Torah concerning this 
sacrifice until he reaches the verse: “.. and the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill it in the evening” ( Exodus 12.6). 

And then the sheep are rapidly stretched out 
upon the altar and slaughtered. At this moment 
the entire gathering proclaims the praises and 
the axultation of the Lord. They clap their hands 
and chant, recalling how God smoth the first born 
of the Egyptians. They then take some of the 
blood of the sacrifices and smear in on the lintels 
of their dwellings and the brows of their children. 
in compliance with the word of God: “And ye 
shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the 
blood that is in the bassin and strike the lintel 
and two sides posts” (Exodus, 412, 22). 

After this they draw hot water from the pots 
upon the altar and pour it on the skins of the 
slaughtered animals. They then start plucking 
the wool from the animals, hides until they are 
convinced of the cleanliness of the skin. Two of 
the Samaritans take a long pole, in the centre 
of which is a large hook, on which they hang 
the offering. Thus loaded, they place the pole 
on their shoulders, with the sheep hanging 
between them. 

The butcher then cuts open the carcasses and 
removes the intestines and internal organ. These 
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organs are cleaned in fresh water, salted, and 
then thrown into the fire. The inspection of the 
carcasses and their dissection begins, and care 
is taken that none of the bones are broken, as 
God decreed that none of the bones should be 
broken. 

The sheep are then placed on sharp-edged 
wooden poles which pierce them lengthwise. 
They are salted and then carried by the youths 
to the “Tannur” (oven), which is by now redhot, 
and are thrown in. 

The “Tannur” is covered with a wooden lattice- 
work, over which green grass is strewn. The 
oven is entirely plastered and covered with red 
earth, so that it becomes air — and smoke — 
proof, to prevent the meat from being burned. 

The animals remain in the oven for about 
three hours, until close upon midnight. At that 
time the Samaritans proceed to the oven, planning 
the consumption of the boiled meat at exactly 
the same time when the first-born of the Egyptians 
were destroyed, as it has been said: ‘‘ And it 
came to pass that at midnight the Lord smote all 
the first-born in the Land of Egypt” (Exodus 42,29). 

The heads of all the families come to the oven, 
each carrying a tray made of straw, with the High 
Priest at their head. The plaster is broken, the 
wooden never carefull removed, and the animals 
taken out and carried to the designated place of 
of prayer where the community — men, women, 
and children — are gathered. 

Now they chant hymns loudly and joyously 
‘‘Marror (bitter herbs) and Matzoth (unleavened 
bread) are spread over the meat, as the Lord 
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commanded”... And unleavened bread, and with 
bitter herbs tbey shall eat it”. 


They then attack the meat, tear.ng it apart with 
their hands and starting to eat hastily, just as the 
children of Israel ate their food on leaving Egypt : 
‘And ye shal! eat it in haste: it is the lord’s 
passover’” (Exodus, 12,11) 


In case, however, the feast falls upon a Sabbath 
eventide (as it did this year), the remains are 
gathered and put away in a safe place until the 
Sabbath is over, and then burned, and it is said 
in the same verse: “...and that which remains 
of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire” 
(Exodus, 12, 10). 


On the morning of Passover, prayers are held 
and last about four hours. The Samaritans then 
greet each other, praising the Lord who enabled 
them fulfil their holy rites. 


They spend the following seven days on the 
mount, eating only Matzoh, unleaaened bread). 
No sign of Jeaven is to be found At the end 
of the feast, the Samaritans, full of joy and 
happinness, make pilgrimage to that spot on the 
peak of Mount Gerizim where the ‘‘ Shekina” 
( Divine Spirit). 


The Tripe of the Samaritans Priests 
in. Nablus. 








THE PICTURE OF THE TEMPLE OF MOSES 
WHICH BUILT IT JOSHUA OVER MOUNT GERIZIM 
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Its Feasts: The eeminiits do not=work 
on Saturday, and dedicate they day and 
prefer it to all other days and feasts. The 
formal feasts mentioned in the Bible are 
the Easter. 


Its Months: The Samaritans use the 
lunar months, and they start with these 
months in accordance with calenders found 
in their possession and copied by them, 
called Jeez Calenders, and these calenders 
were made in accordance with judgment 
of the High Priest at those old times. Their 
months are connected with the months of 
the sun. Thus in every eight years there 
are three leap years and five ordinary 
years. The leap years are 12 months each 
while the ordinary years are 12 months 
each. The Jeez calendars on which the 
Samaritans depenox, are the highest art 
of arithmetic and it is connected with 
sunset, and it has a balance which is 
controlled by four words in the holy 
Bible. 
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The Samaritan Circumcision 


God ordered the Samaritan party to 
purify the male baby when he is 8 days old. 


On that day his father invites all the 
members of the Samaritan party and all 
the neighbours . The Samaritans are 367 
person and that is according to the latest 
number. 


When the Samaritans go to the house 
of the born baby, their chief priest begins 
praying and thus the purification would 
be done. The Samaritans would be very 
happy for perfecting their religious cere- 
mony and they eat what ever they have 
of sweets, and every number goes to his 
home except the mother of the baby, who 
is should be kept at home for 42 days 
without touching any thing in the house. 

When the fourty two days are finished 
she washes herself and the baby too. Then 
she will be allowded to mix with the rest 
and so she becomes pure. 
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Its Food: The Samaritans eat all kinds 
of fruits and vegetables, and the animals 
and birds which they are allowed to eat 
in accordance with the instructions of the 
bible like sheep. goats, cows, gazel and 
like creatures which have no paws and 
claws, and which eat herbs. The prohibit 
all animals of pray, as they prohibit the 
meats of the camel and the rabbit and the 
pig. There are special legislations regarding 
thinhs which they are allowed to it taken 
from the holy bible. 


Its Marriage: It is prohibited to marry 
relatives who are six, namely the father, 
the mother, the son, the daughter, the 
brother, the sister. From these six comes 
out twenty kinds of relatives whom a person 
cannot marry, and twenty other branchcs 
who are like above relatives in some re- 
spects and a person is also not allowed to 
merry. A person is not allowed to ask the 
hand of a girl unless he gets permission 

from the Head of the Law. After he gets 
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permission he negotiates with her guardian, 
and the religious head (Kahen) legalizes 
the marriage and writes a bond in which 
he shows the value of dewery paid in 
advance and the dewery to be paid later, 
and the names of witnesses to her words 
and power of attorney to her guardian, and 
the amounts he asks from her and she 
asks from him, and a copy of this bond is 
kept with her guardian. 


Nablus: its original name and caring 
of Samaritans to live in it: 


Nablus is named by the Samaritans 
Shakeem. This name means in Arabic 
shoulder, i. e. the shoulder of the holy 
mount Gerizeem. The Samaritaus well in 
Nablus because it is near to this holy 
mount, because it is ka’ba of the Sama- 
ritans do not believe in Jerusalem (Orsha- 
leem) and do not care for it. 


Present Head of Religious Council 
(Kahanout) and Present Head of Samari- 
tans Kahen Naji Khader. 
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CALL 


From: Council of three Tribes of the Sama- 
ritan Sect in the Holy Land. 


To: All people of the world who appre- 
ciate benevolence, good-doing, and 
protection of noble ideals. 


Dear Sirs, 


We are talking to you from a hear 
which is full of gratitude and enchantment 
to all those who listen to this our Call, and 
among whom it meets a hearing ear, a 
seeing eye and a sensitive self which bears 
noble thoughts and praised at tributes. 


The Samaritan Sect at Nablus, is a 
residue of three Israelite Branches out of 
a total number of twelve branches (Sibts). 
The members of this Samaritan Religious 
sect have been exposed to severe time trials, 
and have been stood in the face of this time 
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with all its wars and terrors, and all its 
events and acts for which one shivers, and 
his head’s hair stands. They were finally 
able to gather themselves in their Holy 
Town, Nablus, some three centuries ago. 
They were able to bring together their 
three branches, namely that of Lawi (Levi) 
who is the ancestor of the Priests family, 
and those of Ephraim and Menessah, from 
whom the rest of the members of the Sa- 
maritan Sect descend. These are thr re- 
maining relics and the wondering Ghosts 
who are still alive until the present day, 
inspite of their being an unconsiderable 
minority. Their being still alive is the pre- 
sent-day miracle, for any one, who con- 
centrates his thinking on this Sect, will. 
be lead by his thoughts, and will be 
enduired By his conscience as to the secret 
of having this helpless sect remain in 
existence, stiking to its religious beliefs, 
and fulfils its religious duties perfectly, 
inspite of the small number of its members 
and the scarce means of their living. The 
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answer will, make its appearance in that 
God, with his whole Might, has preserved 
this sect for a number of reasons, the most 
important of which is that this sect is the 
essential proof for the existence of the rest 
of the Holy Books. As an example the 
Holy Gospel makes mention to the Good 
Samaritan, (St. John’s Gospel Chapter . . 
.... No. ....) Also it makes mention 
to the Samaritan woman who gave water 
to Jesus Christ to drink, while he was 
thirsty. (St. John’s Gospel, Chapter 4 
No. 10. If we suppose that this Sect 
becomes extinct from this world, from 
where shall proofs be found for certain 
statements mentioned in the Gospel (and 
the Koran as well), and which can only be 
practically proved by the existence of this 
Sect. 


Q! Wisemen of the world. This our 
Sect is about to become extinct, because 
it has no source of living whatsoever, no 
possibilities for gain or employment, no 
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material sources to give education for its 
youngmen, who have a start in secondary 
schooling. If these youngmen were given 
higher education, they will be extremely 
beneficial in that they will themselves edu- 
cate the children of this poor sect, and 
who count about seventy in number, and 
who pass most of their times in streets 
with no eye to look after them, and no 
hand to help them except those of poverty 
and hunger which are shadowing over their 
heads. This state of starvation is, as we 
said, due to many reasons, of which we 
beg to mention the following : - 


4. As we said there are no financial 
reasons even of supporting these little chil- 
dren and their mothers. 


2. Bodily weakness because of bad health 
among members of sect due to lack of diet, 
clothing and medicines. 


3. Degradation of thinking with regard 
to means of preserving, this sect, and the 
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directing of this thing towards the obtain- 
ment of living necessities for their children. 
As the father is poor, so the sons and 
the grand sons to many generations will 
continue to run after the loaf of bread, but 
alas they cannot find. 


4, What makes things still worse is that 
this sect with its 320 individuals comprises 
30 young men and a similar number of 
young women who are all in the forties, 
but who are unable to marry oue another, 
although they are in urgent need for mar- 
riage, because of lack of marriage pre-re- 
quisites of means of subsistauce (food and 
longing). This point alone will be a dan- 
gerous waring and an active factor in 
itself for the extincting of the sect, and 
the wiping of its reminents, its historical 
value, and its unargued proofs for the 
existence of the other Holy Books, and 
their validity. 


We direct our Call to all people 
of benevolence, charity, humanism, and 
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sympathetic feelings, and we cordially re- 
quest the leaders of this world, and all 
those interested in the poor and helpless 
creatures, by the name of God, the Most 
High, to take away the ghosts of destruc- 
tion and femine from among the members 
of this our sect, and to kindly keep alive 
the descendents of the good Samaritan 
who was mentioned on several occasions 
in the Holy Books. 


Our Sect is in urgent need for the 
help of the good-doors, who will be im- 
mortalized by subsequent generations of 
its members..... Our children will sup- 
plicate God to preserve and take care of 
those good-doors who will make them 
satisfied after their hunger, and who will 
make them feel peaceful and hopeful after 
their being horrified by starvation and 
hopeless. 


The Council of the three Tribes 
of Israel (The Samaritans) humbly beg all 
good-doors to offer any help for them, 
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and they are prepared to accept any cha- 
rity whatever small it might be, so that 
they might supply members of the Sama 
ritan Sect, who are mostly women and 
children, with their living necessities. 


God alone knows our grievance and 
intentions, and will reward you for your 
good-doing. 
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